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else, can come to harm.' Accordingly the ambassadors,
passed through the legions of genii and of men, through the
various species of animals and wild beasts, at last reaching
the presence of Suliman. His lordship received them with
kindness and mercy, whereon Mundhir stepped forward
and presented the letter of Balqis, which she had humbly
and respectfully written. Suliman inquired about the
ingots, and Mundhir bashfully confessed having thrown
them down. After he had condescended to comply with
the requests of the ambassadors, he discerned the males
from the females by the light of prophecy, and by the
abundance of his wisdom; he also told them that the
casket enshrined an unbored ruby, and that they desired
to learn how to perforate it; he therefore, in compliance
with their wishes, ordered a demon to bore it through with
a diamond. He also explained that the water which neither
descends from heaven nor issues from the earth, but
quenches thirst, is the perspiration of a horse The
ambassadors acknowledged the truth [of these replies],
but his lordship refused to accept the gifts of Balqis,
saying: ' You cannot augment my possessions; for what
God the magnificent and glorious has bestowed upon me
is better than anything you are able to offer.' Then he
said to Mundhir: * Return and tell them to profess the
Faith, or else I shall come with an army, to which they
will be unable to offer any resistance; I shall then expel
them from the country, and take possession of Yaman with
the kingdom of Saba.' After Mundhir had returned, he
reported at the court of Balqis what had taken place,
whereon the queen swore that Suliman was not only a
sovereign, but also an inspired messenger, whose prophetic
dignity had been decorated with the ornament of royalty,
and the diploma of whose ambassadorship had been sealed
with the signet of sovereignty, and that she had not the
power to resist or to oppose him. Therefore she despatched,
by the advice of intelligent men, again a smooth-tongued
and very learned ambassador to Sulim&n, to whom she
sent the message that she would come and wait on him